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"The vijdfvorld dreaming on things to come" is concentrating 
on a luminous figure of education which it beholds dimly, 
emerging from th* cloudy horizon. This gracious Presence is 
to change the world, to give to all, inenj^ider possibilities, 
other thoughts. aims; but • alas* this^Tduc&ti on whl h is to oe 
open to all promises no more on a nearer view than to mage 
Opportunity universal - that is, in spiritMl things.be may 
tatte who ha3 the power & he may Keep -who can. 

The net 15 cast wide no doubt ft brings in a mighty haul but 
the meshes are so ^fifthat it will only retain big fishes. 

How this is the history of education since the world was ft 
is no new thing. The medial schools of castle or abbey, 
the Renaissance schools, the very schools of China, have all 
been conducted upon this plan. Education Is for him who 
wants it ft can t&ice it but is no universal boon line the air 
we oreathe or the^hocaatefttd# sunshije we revel in. 

are a little 3 orry for the ebfect of this 
limitation upon the 'worKin: -classes,? : only a small percentage 
of the children of these are*'blg ’enough to be retained 
in the examination net which ( to do it Justice ( e ■ pi ores 
waters. A few of the '*T>as s* men may do big thin 3 ft lll! 
big postsjbut for the rest, a lar e percSntage^^O-n b^ Ta 
illiterate except for the spellin' out of a ’rag’ for 

football 1 Jithor news* 
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is the mischief ©aja®ti(feacl^ confined to what we call the 
wor^ing-c lasses? Is it not a fact that In moat schools the 
full force of instruction is turned on upon the few boys who 
are likely to distinguish themselves? While for the rest of 
the school In stwe44hen is duly given no doubt but the boys find 
they may ta^e it or leave it fas the humour taties them , 

a were al1 fascinated a while ago 
oy the story of lb* charming Twins 1 j these wen| through 

the usual preparatory school *f education t then passed on to 
whpre they remained until they were nineteen; that Is.ihey had 

I ^ 

^twelve good^^rs^mon : most e cel lent opportunities. As 
theyif were c hargin g boys we may taice it that, their masters 
were not at any rate unwilling to teach them. Their record 
should have been quite a good r-ne “though it Is the fashion to 

n - 1 'g? 

sBftor a littfte at. Public Schools we Know that h r ,vk turned 

CT>J' / 

out i^ aau l ] — s ham the best & most intellectual men the 

countrp ha 1 occasion lor. Therefor© hat happened in the y 
case of these 'Twins 1 does not cast any reflection upon 
but solely upon the system of the $ig Mesh. Here are some of 
tn© thin a w© road in -&rr*^ ndn 1 i ^ht 7u l u i o ra r i ty ^> 1 u ien ^ u & % n ; us . 
Uaw enjoyed ! ^ "While in hospital after a smash at polo 
£=£r wrote & 7r**A44i,-* T enjoyed it immensely, lhat Iuckv People 
we are taking an interests in so many thii^sJ 1 
Surely hereW4a material for a schoolmaster to wont upon? 
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Again, we readme, never ceased to wonder at the aagnif licence 
of the world & they carried a divine Innocence into soldiering 
x. travel X- sport ? business '-.not least, -into tho shadows of 
the Great War’^ And this ’vender' of theirs was the note 
that marked them at school. u> hat material for their Inst 'Uctorst 

r „ *r“ £, 

Rut, we read," n 1. Tltnn they little interest in bootcs 


x- .later, were wont to lament to each other that Ihey had 


left s hhool whol&ly uneducated . ( the italics are ours) .Thiir 
Kindly biographer * dear friend goes on to say,-"&tt they learnt 
other things,- the gift of leadership. for instance, t the pow*r 


not this nature ather than nurture .school nurture at any rate? 


,J orn in 1880 they loft school in 1699 when there follows a 

• t 

delightful record for the one brother of successful X 

^ — — J 

adyenturou, sport while was soon absorbed in the city 

£ be inning to lament his want of education"* ^ferie^-a whi 


in Egypt was greatly impressed by Lord Cromer r writes to *Bias* T 
^ho is quite tho hi ^est man we haveff,*to hear him tallf is worth 
hearing," 

The two brothers correspond constantly 
* 1 ta*ea the part of mentor to his brother, ‘fe advises 

hi s to learn tho Times^ l^eadcrs by heart to improve his style.- 
f 1 because the / are /e r go od In : 1 : sh^T* f 



of getting alongside all varieties of human nature . Rut was 


-for these gifts see^ to have been a family inheritance^ 
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Again, 'I will send you out next nail a very good book , 3c lenoe 

$ Edu at ion * oy Professor Huxley which I have marked In several 

. laces, the sort of uook you can road ovor again.* "had 

dis<p-evered that he was vary .adl educated X was determined to 

remedy this defect, don't natter*.! do believe not having X44.Y& 

.earned at -=t*m so long as one does so now,' ’ See the fine 

A' 

loyalty of the younn oan<- \jis,o«« failures were not to be put 
down to his school f 


it is that the- shew their pupils ’how to learn’ j tut do they? 
We are told that ' H- A ry T ~ set to worn at a queer assortment of 
Books X writes to Prati cls ,-" Anyone .an Improve his memory^ 


ou think you xnow it tti ,say it or write it*. After two or three 


the uook 'strain vour uind' L try to reaeuuer it. Above all things 
always ,:eep your mind employed . One .reat man (I for-et which) 
used to see a number on a door, say o9, ? tried to remember all 
that had happened in the years ending in o9. Or^see a horse ? 


things by heart .he never wastes a mdnutei as seon as ho has 
nothing to do he picks up some boon. He reads till 2 It 30 every 
ni-ht. When driving to The Temple next morning he thinks over 
what he has read. Re3Ultt he has a marvellous memory X knows 

everything." 


If the schools taxe credit for any one thiftg 


the b«atf way Is by learning v heart -no matter 




reueuber how aaaiy Uou have seen that day. .. .Asquith al wav^s )oarn3 
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ThinK of the Herculean labours the poor fell os set for both 
himself ■% his brother^ They ran a/racei^ros^ & ploughed field 


after heavy rain *■ the marvel is that they-—... 

)Mt these two brothers had sufficient intellectual zeal to 
rat^e them great men as Junuassadors .aovernors of Dominions, 

Statesmen, what not, whereas so far as things of the mind 
go, they spent their day3 in & hopeless stru .gle, alert for any 
indication which mi :ht help theta to make up lee-way, & all because 


according to their own confession they ’had learned nothing at 

iMMUt ’ 7 £ ' Q 

school’. Here are further indications oi 'Rw’s labours in 


the ield of Knowledge. I am reading Rosebertfy ’s Napoleon % 
will send it to you. That a wonder he was I Never spent a mo ent 


o: his life without learning something ....I enclose an ease.;/ 
from ^aeon's book. Learn it by heart if you can . I have £ thin* 
it a clinker....! hav"e also finished Life of Macaula y. I have 
always wondered how our great politicians -t- literary 

clk.ps live...! also send /ou a Shakespeare. ! learnt Anthony's 
hai-j/an. ue to the Romans after Geisar 's deaths I am also trying 
'O learn a little a out. electr icity ft- railroad or anls-a/tion 
so have my time filled up. Pi^wjck Papers I also send to you. 

1 have always avoided this sort of booics bir D i ekens^ /work s are 
miie3 funnier than the rotten novels one sees....! have learnt one 
thing by my reading ■? my conversation with Professors,- you & I 
f ’° at a subject all wrong ." f 3[*di -* ? J 
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. uro ly - ' letters are pathetic docmapnts 4 ( 
that they are reaasuria.- also. let us oe thankful. Thev do go to 

\rr\ 

prove that the deSire 6t Knowledge is^extfn tuishable whatever 
schools do or leave undone i but have these nothing ,to answer for 
when a pursuit which should yield - Uttlo bat jo lo dfe, -? i e bee one a 
do :;ged labour over heavy roads with 1 ■> 

a-dest fr Lu ‘--e ^-^ha v iL . ta xn n w . w n a thi n g in t hn ond * 

He re. ay-. n. is another evidence ox the eemfcmAafceeii* If itatlons 
attending an u.4ter aoeence 0f education* A cultivated sense of 


non are 


humour is a reat faci^ln a jovous life out the^e young 

^without it* Perhaps the youth adfeofead addicted to sports 

A.. , 

usually falls to appreciate delicate no-asende; £ pt?rtg are too 
strenuous to admit of a subtler »mor airv Kind of play/, *■ we 
read,- heard Mr hai our ft Lord Reay praising / \ ice in **o*fc* 

bonder l and » n eeplv impressed ho bought the book i-i.ml it aa soon 
as ha ro^turned to London ft read it earnestly* To his horror 
he saw no sense in it. Then it struck: him that it might be 
meant aa nonsense ft he had another try f when he ccnciluded that it 
was raiheV funny but he remained disappointed. 11 
'• no K^ foil ow the career of these interesting men further* 

Both *±£*A early, before the wer<- forty* Their fine qualities 1 
their personal fascination remained with then till the end^a? did 
alao,alas,thf»lr invincible ignorance, They laboured indef a&igably 
but as*R4^* remarked t hey wont — to wnr ^ — t ■ > o w r o ru way __ ' 

^ C^) (jlO- >N^jye (t cvIa 








The school 3 must tell us vh : , an who attaint, ediocr J successes 
& the personal Xasrour due to charming manners & sweet natures 
wer f> yet somewhat depressed ft disappointed or account of 
the Ignorance which they made ulind ft futile efforts to 

correct^ , buttfaey never got so far as to learn that tend ledge 
is delightful ^ beoauseonellkea lt ^« 4 that no effort at self, 
education can .do anything until one has found Out tills 
supreee ds lightful ness of knowledge* 

It aust ba noted that -this failure of 
a great school to fulfil its purposs occurred be twegir -^ 
twenty JTlE l r ty yeare ago, 4 that no educational body has 
aadeaora. well-considered 4 enlightened advances titan have: 
the Beadaasters of the great Public Schools^, 'but- probably 
that delightful group of Eton boys la'ConitRSDy * has always 
bean & is to-day typical^ ?here Is a certain knightly 
character in the fine bearing 4 Intelligent countenance# 
of the Heed boy^ one ocas s across which speaks well for 
*d«l r intellectual aottvlty* The on 1-y- quest ion le whether 
■ore eight not be done:wlth the average boy. 

UwW. | 

The:fnhetlon of the schoors Is no doubt to feed their 
a cholera on knowledge until they bare created In thee a 
healthy appetite which they will go no satisfying for thee- 
aelvee day by day throughout life, We aust g Ive.up the faroe 
of teaching young people how to learn .which Is just as 




felicitous (U a labour A just as necessary as to teach a 
child the m at ions of eating without offering his foodi & 
studies which are -taig&t with a view to iaprove the Bind 
aust in future :tase a bach seat, 

ihe multitudinous things that every person wants/ 



school of/four or five hundred 


t-e-achr 


to know Sift* aust bemads accessible in the school room, 
not by dlsgraas, digests * abstract principles', but boys A girls, 
like Kit's little brother; nust learn' what /oysters is ’by 
tupping on epsters. There is absolutely no avenue to knowledge 
but knowledge it self/ i the schools must begin, not by 
qualifying the :alnd to deal with know ledge. but by affording thO 
bast books containing all . ths sorts of knowledgo which these 
T Twins’ 1 iice everyone #100 jfould fain know* ke have to 

) 1 

tmcm two difficulties. Ve do not believe : in children as 
Intellectual persons nor In knowledge as requisite & 
necessary for intellectual life. is a pity that 

education Is conducted in car era five for the arasihation 
lists which sheV hew the best pupils in a school l^ave 
acquitted thease Ives, the half-dozen or dozen best/ in a big 
school. Finely conscientious as teachers are they can 

roup of 

stands or falls 

by * dozen head boys. ^/U-a*=^actlTjr’eentxa*y 7 to a choc 1- 
tradition. in Introducing a -lai^e number of childrens paper s- 


hardly fall 46 give undie /importance to their 
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candidates 


: flinv y 
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head 


